Neil Cummins PTA

General Membership Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 23, 2009
8:30 a.m.

NC Staff Room
Attendees: Catherine Guthrie, Julia Ritter, Sarah Notter, Ann Trunko, Carolyn Caindec, Sheri Mowbray, Erin Langs, Allison Ross, Deb Blum, Karen Bond, Kate Tribuzio, Helene Walters, Emily Janowskiy, Kay Fulton, Pam Bittner, Monica Malone, Linda Baron, Jamie Bueman, Alice Marks, Laura Anderson, Dorian Carlisle.

Call to Order: Julia Ritter called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

Superintendent’s Report: Valerie Pitts reported that the hot topic being discussed at the District level is “budget, budget, budget.“  She referred us to the District Website for details on the proposed Budget 2009-2010. Additionally, she stressed the importance of the May election and pointed us to Proposition 1A,B, C, D and F. She also cautioned that the state revenue projections are well under expected levels and will likely have adverse implications for our district. She encouraged all parents to contact her with feedback and ideas for budgeting. At last evenings Board meeting the Board adopted new math curriculum for K-8 beginning next year. She is excited about the revenue enhancements that will/ could greatly benefit our District. First, the Arts program grant from Marin Community Foundation will be a wonderful source of funding for the arts when otherwise they would likely fall prey to the budget cuts. Finally, the Board of Trustees have directed Valerie to pursue a Tiered Business Parcel Tax with the hope that the current residential parcel taxes would stay consistent and we would increase our revenues from business parcels within the district boundaries.  

Valerie was pleased to announce that the district has hired two new principals for next year. They will be sharing duties as Primary (K-2) and Secondary (3-4 plus Special Programs) positions. The two principals are: Leslie Beatson and Michelle Walker. Leslie is coming from Vermont and has many years of experience in primary and secondary school education.

Principal’s Report: Marilyn Clark reported that there are some very important decisions to be made based on the budget plan that may include staff reductions. The roundtable group of staff and teachers from both district schools are working diligently on the budget.  She has asked staff and teachers to be flexible and to consider offering their varied skill sets in order to meet our needs in an uncertain budgetary time. 

Treasurer’s Report: Ann Trunko reported on items that the PTA has recently funded which includes: $14,000 to restock art kits and art room with art supplies; Teachers have been provided $25,000 in funding of classroom supplies; paper has been restocked throughout campus.  

PTA BUSINESS

Approval Items

Minutes from 03/12/09: Laura Anderson made a motion to approve the March General Membership meeting minutes. Kris Wade seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Audit Report 07/08-12/08 (Bittner): Pam reported that the audit was completed without issue.  Sarah Notter made a motion to approve the audit report, Karen Bond seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Amended By-Laws (Malone): Julia Ritter and Monica Malone reported that there are several minor semantic revisions to the Bylaws. Sarah Notter made a motion to amend the bylaws. Kris Wade seconded the motion. Motion passed. Kris Wade noted that the Bylaws would have to be revised again in 2011-2012.
Proposed 2009-2010 PTA Board Slate:  Andrea Pierpont made a motion to approve the following proposed slate for PTA Board 2009-2010. Allison Ross seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Co-Presidents: Julia Ritter &  Erin Langs 

VP Operations: Deb Blum 

VP Health & Safety: Karen Bond 

VP Enrichment: Sarah Notter 

VP Fundraising: Carolyn Caindec 

VP Volunteer Coordinator: Jamie Bueman 

Secretary: Dorian Carlisle 

Treasurer: Alice Marks 

Financial Secretary: Kris Wade 

Parliamentarian: Monica Malone 

Historian: Kate Tribuzio 

Auditor: Pam Bittner
Additional Business
Electronic Sign (Langs): Erin reported that the electronic sign has been ordered. The Werner Family has generously offered to provide the sign at cost to the school. They also helped to line up an electrician with a competitive bid for the installation. The total cost including sign and electrical installation will be $6,000. 

Report on Collection for Non-Classified Staff (Jamie Bueman): Jamie reported that the donations were up from last year. They will be given on May 5th. Additionally, Cathie reported that the kids’ letters of appreciation were very emotional and touching.  This process has gone smoother each year since its inception 3 years ago.  
Open Committee Positions (Jamie Bueman): Jamie reported the following committee positions are still open: Adult Education, Hot Lunch, District Breakfast, New Parent Party, Yearbook and Spellathon.  
Adjournment: Julia Ritter adjourned the meeting at 9:06 a.m.

Adult Education Speaker Dr. Hillary Fredrickson, “The Importance of Nutrition for Children”

