Neil Cummins PTA

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Thursday, October 15, 2009

7:00 -7:30 pm, NC Music Room
Attendees:  Erin Langs, Alice Marks, Stan Swanson, Cathie Guthrie, Sheri Mowbray, Jill Sellers, Dorian Carlisle, Deb Blum, Julia Ritter, Cliodna O’Donnell, Anke Pahmeyer, Karen Bond, Paige Rodgers, Katie Runkel, Lynn Werner, Catherine Wolfers, Wendy Hitchcock, Laura Olcott, Susan Underwood, Heather Seaman, Leslie Beatson.
Call to Order, Review Agenda:  Erin Langs called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Trustee Sheri Mowbray:  Sheri Mowbray gave a status report on the Measure B campaign.   She asked the membership for three things:  1) Please vote.;   2)Please volunteer for standouts on Fridays.;  3) Please spread the word about Measure B.  Read the publicity and talk about articles in the Twin Cities Times and the Marin Independent Journal.   Post your support and comments on blogs, the more positive the comments the better we can show how much we support our schools.  Julia Ritter added that the PTA is also organizing standouts in the mornings before school.  

Principals Report:   Leslie Beatson reported that we have hired a new technology teacher.  He will specialize in technology integration.   Our technology program will look different than it has in the past.  We are still looking for a well qualified Science teacher that will be the right fit.   We will begin Enrichment Groups in each grade level.  Each classroom will have a dedicated 45 minute time every day for intervention or extension of learning.   Students will move to different classes based on their individual needs.  Tomorrow during the Teacher Professional day all the teachers will be working on the Math curriculum.    Cathie Guthrie asked Leslie if the school was going to have Student Council this year because it had been such a positive influence on her children.  Leslie said we do not have a teacher to coordinate the Student Council this year because the teacher stipend has been eliminated because of budget cuts.   The administration is trying to figure out how to start it again.  Leslie Beatson may coordinate the student council.  The back gates by the 3rd grade wing will be locked during school hours to provide better security because we had an incident on Monday when one of the teachers had a credit card stolen from her purse.  The gate will be re-opened before dismissal in the afternoon.

Treasurers Report:  Alice Marks thanked everyone for signing their kids up for hot lunch.  We got off to a great start this year.   PTA membership is going well and so are the spirit wear sales.  We have a new logo that was designed by Melissa Stengle and it has been very popular.   The Hoedown went well and we were able to cover our cost and we even made a little money.
Approval Items:  Karen Bond made a motion to approve the minutes of the 9/3/09 General Membership meeting and Cathie Guthrie seconded.  Motion carried.
Discussion Items:

Hand Washing Initiative:  Julia Ritter said the PTA will supply each classroom a packet with extra soap, baby wipes and hand sanitizers to help promote hand washing to help the teachers and the students through the flu season.   

Adjournment:   Erin Langs adjourned the meeting at 7:26 pm.

Following the General Membership meeting there was a presentation by Parent Education Speaker, Shelly Lefkoe on the topic: “How can I help My Child Become a Successful Human Being?  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dorian Carlisle

 Secretary
